
M
ike Duggan said he knows it will
be a challenge to convince De-
troit voters that he’s the best
candidate to represent their in-
terests as the city’s next mayor.

But he says his message of restoring the
city’s right to self-determination — in other
words, getting Detroit out from under state
financial oversight — and renewed coopera-
tion with municipal unions will resonate in a
city battered by turmoil and unprecedented
outside intervention in its future.

The campaign hasn’t started yet, and it’s
not clear who’s going to run — even Mayor
Dave Bing has yet to say publicly he wants

another term. Duggan plans to spend the
next three months gauging whether there’s
enough support for him to formally declare
his candidacy. But in a wide-ranging inter-
view with the Free Press, Duggan talked in
detail Friday about how he would approach
the job and laid out some of his toughest crit-
icisms yet of Bing. 

Duggan, the Detroit Medical Center chief
and former Wayne County prosecutor,
placed blame for the city’s lack of progress 
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DMC chief
weighs run for
mayor, how
he’ll win over
skeptics 
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Detroit Medical Center CEO Mike Duggan said he is aware of the obstacles to his run for mayor of
Detroit but said no matter who is elected, people want crime reduced and streetlights back on.
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Free Press Staff Writer
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No one would have blamed
her had she panicked over the
golf-ball-size tumor in her right
breast, nor if she’d done what
the doctor advised: Remove the
breast. Start chemo.

But Mary Ebelt did some-
thing even more radical.

She asked for a second opin-
ion.

“I was not as concerned
about rushing it as getting it
done correctly,” said Ebelt of
Dexter. At 52, she’s now a four-
year breast cancer survivor.
“My thought was, ‘What can I do
to make great strides besides
being mutilated’ ” by a mastec-
tomy?

But taking your time to
weigh the choices when you’ve
been told you have cancer is not
an easy thing to do. 

That’s because science has
created an agonizing paradox
for some breast cancer patients:
Earlier detection and 

Attacking cancer without the fear
U-M grant may help patients weigh risks, benefits of treatments
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Mary Ebelt, 52, of Dexter is a
four-year breast cancer survivor. 

By Robin Erb
Free Press Medical Writer
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Dave Blume stopped paying
on his college student loan six
months ago. Now, the 29-year-
old Detroiter doesn’t like to an-
swer his phone, answer the
door, or even open his mail.

“They are going to catch up
with me at some point,” he said.
“I just hope to make some mon-
ey to start paying it off before
that happens.”

He has reason to worry.
If you live in eastern Michi-

gan and owe the federal gov-
ernment money from a student
loan, your chances of being
hauled into federal court are
greater than anywhere else in
the country, except the Los An-
geles area. 

Over the past two decades,
eastern Michigan has account-
ed for, on average, 13% of all
federal student loan recovery
lawsuits nationwide. 

With Americans carrying
more than $1 trillion in college
debt — and $76 billion of that
delinquent — some economists
fear the huge debt burden will
be the nation’s next devastat-
ing economic crisis, much like
the mortgage bubble that
sparked the recession. So the
federal government is adopt-

ing eastern Michigan’s get-
tough tactics in other parts of
the U.S. 

Michigan is outpacing other
states in filing student loan
lawsuits thanks, in part, to a
quartet of private practice law
firms that work under lucra-
tive federal contracts that give
them 25% or more of the
amounts they recover. They
have been aggressively chas-
ing down scofflaws in eastern
Michigan, filing more than
14,000 lawsuits in U.S. District
Court in Detroit in the last two
decades. 

One of those firms, headed
by Southfield attorney Charles
Holzman, has filed more than
2,500 lawsuits since the
mid-1980s. Holzman won’t say 
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Herb Alexander tries to serve a
lawsuit Thursday to a Farming-
ton resident who has defaulted
on a student loan. 

See DEBT, PAGE 16A
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